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GULF OF TONK!. SIGIRT SITUATION REPORT HOo 1 (4-5 AUGUST)

'!'HIS ,IS THE FIRST IRA SERIES OF GULP OF TOllKINSIGINTSITR!PS

WHICH WILL COHTINUEAS LORG AS THE SITUATIONWARRANTSp OF THE OTHER

REPORTS PUBLISHED, THE MOST RECENT INFORMATION IS CONTAINED,

3/0/VHN/Rf/11-640

POLLOWING THE1R. 4 AUGUST ATTACK OR:THE USS MADDOX AND TaEUSS

TURNER JOY AND PRIOR TO THE UoS" AIR S'l'R:c::KE AGAINST KORTH.VIETlfAMESE

NAVAL INSTALLATIONS, IT WAS APPA.R.EHT IN NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL

COMMUNICATIONS THAT PLANS WERE ssrsc MADE TO REGROUP FOR~OTHER

TAB 54
POSSIBLE ATTACK AGAINST THE TWO U.So DESTROYERS ON THE NIGHT OF 5

AUGUSTo MESSAGES WERE OBSERVED BEING PASSED FROM BOAT T142 INFORMING.

HAIPliONG THAT TWO ,UNITS OF TORPEDO FLOTILLA 135 AS WELL AS BOAT Tt'fi

WERE READY FOR ACTION 0 PORT' 'WALLUTWAS SUBSEQUENTLYINFOlU(ED BY

T.142 THAT T 146 WOULD N'O"I' BE ABLE TO RBRD~ZVOUS- W!~:"'THE OTHER NO

BOATS AND REQUESTED ANOTHER REPLACEMENT 0 THESE· PlANS WERE BROUGHT TO

AN ABRUPT END WITH THE u.s. AIRCRAFT HIT QUANGKHE AND VD1H" A

MESSAGE WAS PASSED AT 0626Z, 5 AUGUST, FROM HAJ;PHONG TO THE BOATS.

INFORMING THEM OF THE STRIKE AGAINST vnm AND ORDERING THEM TO

CAMOUFLAGE AND DISPERSE.
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SIGINT REFLECTIONS OF THE ACTUAL AIR STRIKES AND THE SUBSEQUENT

DAMAGE HAVE BEER EXTREMELY LIMITED ntTHAT NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL

COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN SPARSE SINCE THE AIR STRIKES BEGAN.

LIMITED TRACKIHGS OF THE APPROACHIRG U0 S. AIRCRAF'Ij WERE REFLECTED

BY NORTH VIETNAMESEj ,RADAR FACILITIES. AT flj823Z ON 5 AUGUST PORT

WALLUT REPORTED TO THE NAVAL DIRECTORATE IN HAIPHONG THAT THREE JETS

WERE OVERHEAD , THAT THEY WERE STRAFING THE SHIPS D AND ONE SHIP WAS

DISABLED. INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES INDICATES THAT

THIS PORT WAS HOT UNDER ATTACK AT ANY TIME; THEREFORE. IT IS POSSIBLE

THAT THIS MESSAGE WAS REFERRING TO ANOTHER PORT. OTHER SIGINT

REFLEC'1'IONS WERE NOTED IN A MESSAGE OF 5 AUGUST AT flj626Z WHICH STATED

THAT VINE HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT AND THAT ENEMY AIRCRAFT

HAD ALSO DESTROYED NORTH VIETNAMESE SHIPS AT HON ME. IN TOTAL.. THE

SlNK1'NG OF FOUR SHIPS AND THE DAMAGING OF FOUR OTHERS ARE ALL THAT

CAN BE ESTA,BLISHED FROM NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL COMMUNICATI.ONS DURING

THE PERIOD 2-5 AUGUST.

NORTH VIETNAMESE MESSAGES DURING THIS pERIOD 00 ~OT CLAIUFYTHE

NUMBER AND TYPE OF SHIPS INVOLVED. REFERENCE IS USUALLY MADE TO THE

FLOTILLA COVER NUMBER OR TO SHIPS IN GENERAL. THUS RECLUDING A CLEAR

SIGINT PICTURE OF THE SPECIFIC SHIPS WHICH HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN

RECENT ACTIVITIES.
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GULF OF TOHKDl'SIGINT SITUATION REPORT ROo 1

CHANGE PARA, 4TH SERTENCE TO READg MOTHERSIGDl'1' REFLECTIONS WERE

ROTED IN A MESSAGE OF 5 AUGUST AT ~626Z WHICH STATED THAT. VINH HAD

BEEN BOMBARDED REPEAT BOMBARDEDo 0 0 ~

THIS IS All' ELECTRICAL CHANGE OHLY.

-


